MONDAY AUGUST 01 – XVIII O.T. [C]
"There is no need for them to go away; give them some food yourselves." But they said to him, "Five loaves and two fish are all we have here." Then he said, "Bring them here to me."
The Apostles of the Lord and their Successors have a most high mission to fulfil. They must give every man living on our earth Christ to eat, Word of light, truth, justice, mercy, forgiveness, charity, hope; they must give Christ to eat, bread of eternal life, of resurrection, of immorality; they must give Christ to drink, Blood who redeems and saves letting all the love of the Father, all the grace of Christ Jesus, all the communion of the Holy Spirit flow in the veins. They must obtain what Jesus says to the Jews in the Gospel according to John of the bread of life, so that no one remains without this nourishment: Jesus answered them and said, "Amen, amen, I say to you, you are looking for me not because you saw signs but because you ate the loaves and were filled. Do not work for food that perishes but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him the Father, God, has set his seal." So they said to him, "What can we do to accomplish the works of God?" Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in the one he sent." So Jesus said to them, "Amen, amen, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave the bread from heaven; my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world." So they said to him, "Sir, give us this bread always." Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst. But I told you that although you have seen (me), you do not believe. Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and I will not reject anyone who comes to me, because I came down from heaven not to do my own will but the will of the one who sent me. And this is the will of the one who sent me, that I should not lose anything of what he gave me, but that I should raise it (on) the last day. Stop murmuring among yourselves. No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draw him, and I will raise him on the last day. It is written in the prophets: 'They shall all be taught by God.' Everyone who listens to my Father and learns from him comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life.” (cf. Jn 6, 26- 58) The Apostles and their Successors will give the Bread that is Christ – Christ-Word, Christ-Flesh, Christ-Blood – letting themselves be made Word, Flesh, Blood of Christ Jesus by the Holy Spirit. Christ Jesus and his vicars will have to be one only Word, one only Flesh, one only Blood. The Eucharist is this great mystery: “This is my body… This is my Blood.” The mission of the Apostles of the Lord is supernatural.
Let us read the text of Mt 14,13-21
When Jesus heard of it, he withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. The crowds heard of this and followed him on foot from their towns. When he disembarked and saw the vast crowd, his heart was moved with pity for them, and he cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples approached him and said, "This is a deserted place and it is already late; dismiss the crowds so that they can go to the villages and buy food for themselves." (Jesus) said to them, "There is no need for them to go away; give them some food yourselves." But they said to him, "Five loaves and two fish are all we have here." Then he said, "Bring them here to me," and he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, he said the blessing, broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, who in turn gave them to the crowds. They all ate and were satisfied, and they picked up the fragments left over - twelve wicker baskets full. Those who ate were about five thousand men, not counting women and children.
[bookmark: _GoBack]But there is a second truth that will have to be highlighted. As Christ Jesus has asked the Father for Twelve Apostles and seventy-two Disciples, so every Apostle must pray Jesus the Lord to ask for him to the Father for Bishops and Presbyters that may always nourish every man – according to the rules of offering and of sacrifice – of Christ-Word, Christ-Flesh, Christ-Blood. This prayer is necessary so that the command of Jesus – Give them some food yourselves – is a command lasting until the day of Parusia. Their prayer will have to be endless. This is ministry, as well, a mission they have to fulfil with all their heart filled with the Father, with Christ and with the Holy Spirit. If giving Christ-Flesh and Christ-Blood might seem to be easy, giving Christ-Word is no so simple. The Vicars of Jesus must make all effort to be, they, living Word of Christ. If they do not become Living Word of Christ the Lord, they will give the crowd a dead word to eat. If the Word of the Gospel is dead, it is not a Word filled with the Holy Spirit. Only if it is living Word, for the Word has become their life, it can be filled with Holy Spirit and will give salvation. When the Word is not the most holy one of Christ Jesus, it will always become false prophecy. If it is false prophecy, one builds the Christian house on the sand of idolatry, of immorality, since one builds it on the non-conversion and on the transgression of the Word, on the non-listening of the voice of the Lord. Mother of God, help the Vicars of your Son so that we always give Him to every man to eat. Christic and divine mission.
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